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The search for the paintings of our ancestors brought us to the Arts College
Lucknow, Loksatya. Page 2, 12 January 2023

Art and creation have no boundaries. Creation binds people of distant lands in one thread. These sayings fit
Australian researchers Dr. Lily Hirsch and Dr. Verna Blewett. Lily and Verna, who came to Lucknow from
Australia in search of paintings of their ancestors. They were extremely happy when they located a rare painting
of their ancestor, the famous painter Kiron Sinha.

Australian researchers Dr. Lily Hirsch and Dr. Verna Blewett visited the State Academy of Fine Arts/ Lalit Kala
Akademi in Kaiserbagh. They were searching for a five-decade-old painting and a drawing by their ancestor,
painter Kiron Sinha. When they found them they were overjoyed. Saheb Baksh, a senior employee of the State
Academy of Fine Arts said that the drawing had been in the personal collection of Radakamal Mukherjee, the
then Vice Chancellor of Lucknow University and was donated to the Academy in 1968 upon his demise. The
drawing is like Rabindranath Tagore. In a painting also owned by the Academy, a Santali group has been painted
in oil colours on canvas. Professor Alok Kumar or the Arts and Crafts Collage said that this painting was exhibited
in Lucknow in 1965. The exhibition was inaugurated by the then Chief Minister Sucheta Kripalani.

Professor Alok Kumar said that the painter Kiron Sinha was a disciple of Nandalal Bose, a famous painter of the
Bengal School of Art. He worked as a teacher in Santiniketan. His wife, Gertrude was of Austrian origin. She was
a teacher at a school in Chennai. Both artists remained in Santiniketan until the end. Their daughter Kamona /
Bulbul died untimely at the age of 26.

Shared the creation of painter Kiron

Principal of the Arts and Crafts College, Ratan Kumar said that Australian researchers Dr Lily Hirsch and Dr Verna
Blewett gave a lecture to the students on Wednesday. Dr Lily Hirsch and Dr Verna Blewett told the audience
that Kiron Sinha was their ancestor. The main reason for coming to India is to research Kiron Sinha's paintings to
see that his works are recognised, and to cherish his art journey. They are contacting other arts colleges and art
galleries in India, including in Santiniketan.

Using a power point presentation, Dr Lily and Dr Verna told the students about Kiron’s life and his creative
journey. They shared features of his artistic style.

The Principal of the Arts and Crafts College, Ratan Kumar, and program curator Alok Kumar welcomed the
guests. Ravikant Pandey, Amrit Sinha, Vibhavari Singh, and other teachers and students were present.

The Bengal School of Art was an art movement and style of Indian painting that originated in Bengal — mainly in
Kolkata and Santiniketan. It developed under the British in the early 20" century. Also known as the ‘Indian style
of painting’ in the early days, it was associated with Indian nationalism (Swadeshi) and was led by
Abanindranath Tagore (1871-1951) as well as the British art administrator E. B. Havell, the principal of the
Government School of Art, Calcutta. Eventually this led to the development of modern Indian painting.

Kiron and his wife were both artists and art teachers. Both remained in Santiniketan until their last. Their
daughter Kamona/ Bulbul died untimely at the age of 26. Their descendants, Verna and Lily, who come from
Australia have set up an Art Gallery in Australia which is created in memory of Bulbul and her parents. They are
now working on researching the art and life of Kiron Sinha.



